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STUDENTS OF THE MONTH 

Kindergarten—Jameson Lageman  

First—Rebecca Bernhardy 

Second—Graham Harman  

Third—Grant Freidhoff  

Fourth—John McCarthy  

Fifth—Wilson Choate  

Sixth—Daniel Badger  

I cannot believe it is May already.  Where did the year go?  It has been filled 

with busy days and exciting new adventures.  With the PSSAs behind us, stu-

dents will continue to work hard and finish the year strong.  We will send the 

results home as soon as we receive them.  

Progress reports were sent home on April 27th.  The  end of the fourth nine 

weeks will soon be here.  If you have any questions or comments, feel free to 

contact your child’s teacher or me. 

“A master can tell you what he 

expects of you.  A teacher, 

though awakens your own ex-

pectations.”             -Patricia Neal 

May 1st-5th is Teacher Appreciation 

Week.  I want to thank all teachers and 

staff at Crafton Elementary for their 

dedication and loyalty each and every 

day.   



RECESS AND LUNCH 

  2 

The Play before Eat Initiative continues to be a success.  As the year 

comes to an end, we have seen a decrease in behavior and nurse refer-

rals.  We have also seen an increase in food and water consumption.  

Thank you to all parents and families who have supported this change.  

We hope to continue this next year. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR               

SPELLING BEE WINNERS 

Our third graders were invited by the  Crafton/Ingram Rota-

ry to participate in a Spelling Bee with Montour and St. Phil-

ip schools.  Crafton Elementary had 7 representatives from 3 

homerooms.  Congratulations to Fionn Hites, Leah Hyre, 

Jaden Lang, Na’Din Best, Connor Boyer, Bella Adams, and 

Thomas Gargis.  A special Kudos to our  1st place winner, 

Thomas Gargis.  He will continue the journey to Seven 

Springs where he will participate in the final competition. 

Above are the top 3 Spelling Bee winners 

From left to right: Connor Boyer(3rd), Thomas 

Gargis(1st), and Bella Adams(2nd) 



THIRD GRADE WITH THE                                 

AUDUBON SOCIETY 

This year’s third grade class has had the exciting opportunity to work with the 
Audubon Society of Western Pennsylvania. Representative Gabi Hughes has 
been making monthly visits to Ms. Meyers’ Science class to teach students 
about the wonder of birds and their impact on our ecosystem. Starting in Janu-
ary, the students began learning about a variety of birds and how to recognize 
them. Throughout her lessons, Ms. Gabi has offered the students unique oppor-
tunities to examine bird feathers and their water-proof abilities as well as ob-
serving a live dove! 

Recently, third graders also had a chance to observe a Screech Owl when Ms. 
Gabi came to talk about birds of prey. The class learned about their hunting 
abilities and even got to hear their calls. The birds of prey study included a vid-
eo conference where students were able to learn more about the local Bald Ea-
gles in Harmar and Hays and how they’ve built their incredible nest. Since her 
first visit, the students began watching for and identifying birds to be added to 
an online scientific database known as Ebird. 

May will be another exciting month working alongside the Audubon. Students 
will take a walk around the school to observe local birds and identify possible 
habitats. Birds aren’t the only thing Ms. Gabi will be teaching in May, though. 
She will also help the class learn about soil and assist in planting a garden in the 
back of the school! This great opportunity will conclude with a trip to Bee-
chwood Farms, the headquarters for the Audubon Society. During this trip, 
third graders will identify animals and their habitats as well as participate in 
pond dipping and nature activities. Ms. Gabi’s generosity and the genuine inter-
est of the students have helped make this partnership truly come alive! 

 

-Written by Amanda Meyers 

LOST AND FOUND 

Our lost and found continues to grow in size.  There 

are many jackets, hats, and gloves in our  lost and 

found.  Please remind your children to check the lost 

and found for any missing items.  Any unclaimed 

items will be donated at the end of the year. 



Crafton Elementary School is  

celebrating diversity with a  

Cultural Day Celebration. 

 

-Wednesday, May 24, 2017 

4:30—6:30  

*As part of the Cultural Day Celebration, each grade level has been given the task 

of researching a region of the world and preparing presentations and activities in 

which our community can participate!  

As the year winds down, the GATE students are finishing up their last few competitions. Students in grades 3-6 
will celebrate literature at the Children’s Choice Awards Ceremony at Soldiers and Sailors Hall in Oakland 
on May 10. Students in grades 4-5 will be competing in the Literature Festival at Washington Elementary 
School on May 11. Several students in grades 3-4-5 are busy creating unique inventions for the Invention Con-
vention, which will be hosted by the Carlynton School District on May 16 at the high school. Stop in any time 
between 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. to see the wonderful displays! 
 
Overall it’s been a great year in the GATE program. The students have worked very hard, challenged them-
selves in all academic areas, and in turn have taken first place at many regional competitions. Go Cougars! 
 
Best of luck to the Crafton 6th grade GATE students who will be transitioning to the jr-sr high school next year! 
They will be missed by all at Crafton Elementary. Congratulations to Alyse Crown, Colin Dugan, Elena John-
son, Shelby Palmer, and Simon Schriver for many successful years in the Crafton Elementary Gifted Program! 

GATE NEWS 




